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From The President 
Dear Friends, 


It was a very interesting business meeting we had. 
I truly enjoy when we have different opinions from 
our members in topics that affect FLARC. 


The conversation on allowing members back to the 
clubhouse, our ist Annual FLARC Hamfest/Flea 
Market for April 2021, our committee reports — we 
definitely have a wide variety of topics and events to 
keep us busy throughout the year. 


This has proven to be true during 2020, which has 
been totally different for all of us. As | mentioned in a 
previous message, our Club hasn't lost a_ beat 
throughout this pandemic; we just learned to adapt. 


We must continue to move forward and | have no 
doubt that with the lessons learned in 2020, our new 
year - just "days away” - will be much better and or 
Club will continue to shine. 


Continued on page 7. 
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November 2020 


New Member Profile 


NAME: Dave Freeswick CALL: KD2SGM 


What do you do/what did you do for a living? 


Currently | work as a District Sales Manager for a 
global Pulp & Paper Chemicals Manufacturer. The 
company is based in Finland with the NA office in 
Atlanta. | cover the Northeast USA and work from 
my home in Wayne, NJ. Prior to joining my current 
employer in August 2010, | had a long career in the 
paper manufacturing industry working for Garden 
State Paper, in Garfield, NJ, for 21 years, and 
Marcal Paper for eight years. Sadly, both Garden 
State (sold to Enron, remember those guys?) and 
Marcal went bankrupt and | embarked upon my 
current career path. 


My degree is in Chemical Engineering from NUIT, 
attained at night over the course of eight years while 
working full time. It was a struggle but well worth it. 
Little did | know that the one course in electricity and 
magnetism with all those RLC circuits would be so 
beneficial all these years later while studying for my 
Extra License! 


How did you get interested in ham radio? 


| have always had an interest in Amateur Radio ever 
since the early sixties when | got my first transistor 
radio. After a couple crystal radio sets, | finally got a 
short-wave radio which opened another window for 
me into this fantastic hobby. While | had the desire to 
get my license during my early teen years, | didn’t 
have the money and didn’t know anyone in the hobby 
that might help me with “The Code,” so | kind of 
forgot about it for a very long while. 


Continued on page 7. 
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FLARC To Attempt Indoor VE 
Testing Starting November 14th 


On November 14, 2020, Fair Lawn Amateur Radio 
Club will continue amateur radio test sessions on a 
trial basis. These sessions will be held indoors at the 
Fair Lawn Community Center. 


The location is at 10-10 20" Street, 
Fair Lawn, NJ 07410. 


Covid-19 related incidents will cancel testing. 


Prior to Testing: 


Send an email to wo2w@arrl.net requesting to book 
your spot. You MUST pre-register. 


Please Bring With You: 


e You MUST bring and WEAR personal PPE 
items including a face mask. 


e 2 pens and 2 pencils. None will be provided to 
you due to possible virus transmission. 


e Your FRN number, and (if licensed) a copy of 
your ham license or a valid CSCE (Certificate 
of Successful Completion Exam). 


e Additionally, the $15.00 exam fee. This is 
payable in cash (exact amount is a must). 


e Acompleted Form 605 and 3 copies of the 
CSCE form which will be sent to you ahead 
of your test session along with your 
assigned test time. 


Additional scheduled testing dates are: December 12, 
2020 , January 16, 2021, February 13, 2021, March 
13, 2021, and April 10, 2021. 


FLARC is following government Covid-19 guidance 
closely and all events will adhere accordingly to 
the latest advice. 
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FLARC Announces Outdoor Hamfest 
For Saturday, April 24, 2021 


The club has announced the creation of its first 
hamfest to be held at the Fair Lawn Recycling Center 
on Saddle River Road on Saturday, April 24, 2021 with 
a rain date of . 


This is in lieu of our 2020 Thanksgiving Friday auction, 
which has been cancelled by the Covid-19 virus. 


Details will follow but please save the date and 
please volunteer to make this a successful club event. 


For questions please contact Gene WO2W at 


wo2w @arrl.net or Visit our website at 


www.FairLawnARC.org. 


FLARC is following government Covid-19 guidance 
closely and all events will adhere accordingly to 
the latest advice. 
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Fellow FLARC Members, 


As we all know, the coronavirus continues to be top of the news and that the club is closed until further 
notice. Out of an overabundance of caution and our care for your safety, all FLARC events are postponed 
until further notice due to COVID-19. 


Check in on our weekly health and welfare net on the W2NPT repeater at 7:00 PM Wednesdays and let 
us know how you’re doing. You may be isolated at this time but you are not alone. Stay safe! 


Important notice for preventing COVID-19 outbreaks. 


Avoid the “Three Cs’! 


1. Closed spaces with poor ventilation. 
2. Crowded places with many people nearby. 


H h 
3. Close-contact settings 2u°" 2s cieserare 


Keep these “Three Cs” from overlapping in daily life. 


The risk of occurrence of 
clusters is particularly high 
when the “Three Cs” overlap! 
In addition to the “Three Cs,” items used 


by multiple people should be cleaned with 
disinfectant. Source: www.mhlw.go.jp 


Nomar NP4H -- October 2020 
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The Club fair Lawn ARC is the fastest growing ham 
club around, with five operating positions in a permanent 


clubhouse. Visitors and guests are always welcome. 


Business 


meetings are the first Friday of the month at 7:30PM. 


2020 Officers, Committees and Assignments 


President 
Vice President 
Treasurer 
Secretary 
Trustee 
Trustee 
Trustee 

Field Day 
Member Services 
Publicity 
Publicity 
Publicity 
Publicity 
Program 


Publicity 


Publicity 

Social Media 
Video/YouTube 
VE Liaison 

VE Liaison 
Contests 


Education 
Education 


Education 


Education 

History 

Health and Welfare 
Photographer 
W2NPT Trustee 
Technical 

Technical 

Technical 
RACES/ARES Director 
RACES/ARES Liaison 
Newsletter Editor 
FL Town Liaison 
Net Scheduler 


Quartermaster 
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Nomar Vizcarrando 
John L. Howard 
Al Rasmussen 
Randy Smith 
Skip Barker 
Ed Efchak 
Don Cassarini 
Steve Wraga 
Judith Shaw 
Ed Efchak 
Gene Ottenheimer 
Judith Shaw 
Susan Frank 
Lowell Vant Slot 
Karl Frank 
Nomar Vizcarrando 
(ex officio) 
Dave Marotti 
Thom Guida 
Gene Ottenheimer 
Pete Senesi 
Lowell Vant Slot 
Gordon Beattie 
Randy Smith 
John L. Howard 
Fred Wawra 
Fred Belghaus 
Judith Shaw 
Don Cassarini 
Paul Cornett 
Paul Cornett 
Randy Smith 
Fred Wawra 
Dave Gotlib 
Steve Wraga 
Ed Efchak 
Gene Ottenheimer 
Brian Cirulnick 


Brian Cirulnick 


NP4H 
W2JLH 
WA20WL 
WU2S 
KD2BRV 
WX2R 
N2PRT 
WA2BYX 
KC2LTM 
WX2R 
wo2w 
KC2LTM 
WE6SKT 
W2DLT 
W2KBF 


NP4H 
NK2Q 
W2NZ 
wo2w 
KD2BMX 
W2DLT 
W2TTT 
wu2s 
K2JLH 
W2ABE 
W2AAB 
KC2LTM 
N2PRT 
wa2iPp 
wa2iPp 
wu2s 
W2ABE 
KD2MOB 
WA2BYX 
WX2R 
wo2w 
KD2KLN 
KD2KLN 


Fair Lawn RACES/ARES Corner 


"RACES 


Welcome to the beginning of the holiday season, cooler 
temperatures, the fall foliage and the remainder of 
hurricane season. FL-ARES is ready to assist other ARES 
groups and emergency organizations such as Bergen 
County ARES, Passaic County ARES and the Red Cross 
(ARC) during course of the year and will be preparing for 
a Red Cross Drill which will take place on Saturday, 
November 14th. 


A joint ARES / ARC drill will be taking place. Please sign 
up for Winlink if you haven't yet. During this drill we 
will be required to use Winlink to send American Red 
Cross Forms; not FLDIGI or voice. Here are some 
details: 
e Unlike past drills, the Nov. 14 
ARES/ARC exercise will not be a 
group event but instead will be 
an individual amateur event. 
e If you are interested in participating 
in the November 14th ARC 
event please send an email 
to wayne.robertson@redcross.org 
indicating that you wish to 
participate. The event appears to 
focus on use of Winlink. 
e The NJ2PC Repeater on frequency 
of 146.610 MHz, negative shift, 
PL 141.3Hz will be used locally for 
the drill using VARA FM, through 
Winlink. | would like to thank Aly 
AL@Y for the use of the repeater. 


| would like to thank Jim N2JLF, Karl W2KBF and Aly 
AL@Y for providing Winlink presentations & discussions 
on the FL ARES Net over the last couple weeks. Winlink 
opens up the world to emergency communications. 
There are many hams which aren't very familiar with 
Winlink; however with practice, discussions and 
watching videos, learning comes a long way. 


Continued on page 5. 
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Fair Lawn RACES/ARES Corner, cont. 


| would also like to thank the FL ARES participants who 
participated on the DoD/MARS COMEX 20-4 SETS 
activities on Saturday, October 3rd with the Northern 
New Jersey Section of ARES. 


Please note the new time of the FL-ARES KB2FLA Nets. 
They are now taking place on Wednesdays at 2000 
hours on the FLARC and NJ2BS Repeaters. Please join us 
every Wednesday for any updates, messages or 
activities which may take place. We are practicing the 
operation of Winlink and preparing traffic / messaging 
for our membership. 


We are on the following Repeaters and Echolink: 
The Fair Lawn ARC Repeater info is: RX 145.47 MHz, 
TX 144.87, PL Tone 167.9 Hz. Echolink W2NPT-R. 


The NJ2BS Repeater info is: RX 146.835 MuHz, 
TX 146.235, PL Tone 151.4 Hz. Echolink KD2BKD-L. 


FL-ARES would like to thank the FLARC for the use of its 
repeater as well as the Venture Crew 73-73 Club for the 
use of their repeater. 


We are fortunate to make Fair Lawn and the 
surrounding communities our home. With our 
leadership and support from the FLARC we can grow 
and be of assistance in many community events. We are 
always seeking new members to join FL-ARES. 


Please sign up for various nets and activities taking 
place at the following email address: 


https://arrl.volunteerhub.com/lIp/nnj 


Social 
Distancing 


Cloth Masks 
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Fair Lawn RACES/ARES Corner, cont. 
Info on FL-RACES is as follows: 


Our next FL-RACES KB2FLR net will take place on Wednesday, 
November 11th at 2015 hours on the Fair Lawn ARC Repeater 
as well as the NJ2BS Repeater (frequencies noted above). 
Thank you to the Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club for permitting 
FL-RACES for using the repeater. 


| would like to thank the FL RACES participants who 
participated on the DoD/MARS COMEX 20-4 SETS activities 
on Saturday, October 3rd. 


FL-RACES is part of several RACES groups which operate 
within Bergen County and from time to time has training 
opportunities with Bergen County RACES. We will be the Net 
Control Operating Station for the BC-RACES Net on 
November 11th at 7:45 PM. Thank you to those who have 
taken part as the Net Control Station in the past. 


During the COVID-19 pandemic, our monthly briefings take 
place during the FLARC business meeting. Please join us for 
the next FL-RACES briefing. The volunteer efforts of our 
members are very much appreciated. 


If you are interested in joining the Fair Lawn RACES, please 
contact me. Anyone who's a licensed amateur radio 
operator may join Fair Lawn RACES and there's no residential 
requirement. 


For information regarding Bergen County RACES, please go 


to http://www. bcnjraces.org. 


Please be safe and well. Thank you very much. 73. 


David KD2MOB 


Cleaning & 


Disinfecting Handwashing 
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MASTER EVENT CALENDAR 
Out of an overabundance of caution and our care for your safety, (not to mention state law) 
all FLARC events are postponed or rescheduled until further notice due to COVID-19. 


November 13, 2020 Kawfee Tawk: Alan Wolke W2AEW “An Overview to Nano VNA” 
December 7, 2020 FLARC ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING VIA ZOOM 


FLARC Speaker Series: Ria Jairam N2RJ 
12“The State Of The ARRL At Year End” (Via Zoom Room) 


January 1, 2021 Happy New Year! 
April 24,2021 The FLARC Hamfest 
TBD Return Visit To iHeartRadio/WSUS transmitter 
TBD Field Trip to Sarnoff Center, Princeton 


December 18, 2020 
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More Than A Club... 
A Community Of Friends! 


FLARC VEC Exams 

Our next test sessions are scheduled November 
14th beginning at 09:30 indoors at the Fair Lawn 
m Rec. Center. Advanced registration is required. 
The fee is $15.00 (cash only). 


Hidetsugu Yagi's 130th Birthday Google Doodle SEE PAGE 11 FOR FULL DETAILS. 


Please bring positive identification (license, 


Follow FLARC ON THE WEB passport, etc.), your original license and a copy, 
original CSCE and a copy (if credit is needed). 


Facebook: http://facebook.FairLawnARC.org 


The full exam schedule is on the club calendar at 


Twitter: @FairLawnARC the FairLawnARC.org website. For further 
: information contact 

Blog: http://blog.FairLawnARC.org VE-Liason@FairLawnARC.or, 

Youtube: http://youtube.FairLawnARC.or 


Please refer also to the "License Exams" link 


Website: http://FairLawnARC.org on the main website -- 
http://bit.ly/FLARC-Testing 
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Interested in chasing DX ? 


A casual group of FLARCers including Van 
W2DLT, John W2JLH, Brad KM2C, Karl W2KBF, 
Nomar NP4H, Steve WI2W, Jim W2JC, Larry 
WA2ALY and Fred W2AAB have’ formed 
another SIG Special Interest Group to keep 
each other in touch (in real time) when the 
rare or interesting DX stations show up to 
chase. It's the new FLARC DX SIG and you can 
join using the "Join Special Interest Group(s)" 
link on the left side of the main FLARC website 


http://FairLawnARC.org 


Also note that the Calendar page of the main 
club website now has a chart showing which 
DXpeditions will be active during the current 
month -- with a link for more info on each one. 


THE GREAT 
FLARC HAMFEST 
Save The Date! 
April 24, 2021 
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Equipment Problem? 


If you encounter a piece of club equipment, 
instrument or tool that is not working correctly 
or is broken in any way, we now have a Trouble 
Report form that you can use to describe the 
problem and report it to the Technical 
Committee -- who will arrange for repair. 
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Please Note: Operating at W2NPT 


Starting in January 2019 club trustees have sign-in 
sheets for all operating positions. There is a 
clipboard at Operating Position #1, #2 (digital) and 
#4 with a form on which to sign up for half-hour 
time slots. No longer first come-first served, in 
fairness to all who want to use our club equipment 
and the new antennas. Hopefully some day we will 
again be able to use our operating positions! 


Get Direct With FLARC! 
Here is a direct link to specific club info: just a click away! 


http://apparel.FairLawnARC.org 
http://auction.FairLawnARC.org 
http://blog.FairLawnARC.org 
http://calendar.FairLawnARC.org 
http://events.FairLawnARC.org 
http://exams.FairLawnARC.org 
http://facebook.FairLawnARC.org 
http://news.FairLawnARC.org 
http://swap.FairLawnARC.org 
http://tech.FairLawnARC.org 
http://youtube.FairLawnARC.org 


NEW ! 
https://groups.io/g/FairLawnARC 
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October 2020 Blog Traffic 


With coronavirus dominating the news, both visitors and 
page views to the blog were down again this month. 
We’ve also done more email and groups.io to members. 


October October 
2020 2019 
Views 197 474 
Visitors 94 287 
Posts 4 9 


There is new content nearly every day so it's really worth 
the look at both FairLawnARC.org and the blog. 


http://blog.FairLawnARC.org 
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November 2020 Near and Far 
Net Controls 


Here is the roster for net controls for the upcoming 
month as reported by Brian KD2KLN: 


Date Net Control 


November 2 Karl W2KBF 

November 9 Dave KD2MOB 
November 16 Brian KD2KLN 
November 23 You, maybe ? 
November 30 Dave N2AAM 


The Near and Far Net had Patrick JS6UGC in Okinawa check 
in this month...our most distant yet. 


But we need more volunteers to be net controls - -if 
everyone takes their turn it's less burden on the 
others. And it's easy. 


Volunteer --- don't wait to be asked (unless you really 
want to be flattered). 


Ham Radio Is Contagious 
And It Won’t Make You Sick!! 


Oh No! Not Again! It’s Almost Time 
For The 2021 FLARC Member Survey 


With the coming of the falling leaves, it’s time to start 
thinking again about the annual FLARC member survey. 
Hitting your email box again on December 1* , the survey 
gets a measure of the club’s interests and activities for the 
coming year. Last year over 70% of members took part. 


This year the survey promises to be shorter (right!) but much 
of the question input comes from members. What do you 
want to ask about 2021 activities and the operation of the 
club? Now is the time to have it included. 


Drop an email to Ed WX2R at wx2r@arrl.net and he’ll include 
it in the 2021 questionnaire. The 2020 survey is here: 


2020 Member 
Survey.pdf 


htto://fairlawnarc.org/Forms/2020 Member Survey.pdf 


Club Apparel — 
Get Them While They're RED! 


Club apparel is always in vogue. Red is always 
"in" and your club friends all have them... you 
want a shirt or jacket for the next FLARC event! 
Great for Field Day! 


Don't forget.... they're easy to order. 
Go to www. hamthreads.com 


or visit http://apparel.FairLawnARC.org 


Check out the item selection that is posted on 
the FLARC website (with pictures and prices). 
Order the shirts or other items you want with 
either the regular FLARC logo or the still-cool 
60th anniversary logo. Note: RED is the primary 
and preferred club standard shirt color. 


And why not WEAR your nice red shirt when you 
come to the club, especially for meetings and events. 


Al WA2OWL (L) and Dave NK2Q at the 2017 Annual meeting—nicely 
red!! 


2020 FLARC Nets On The 
W2NPT Repeater: 


Near and Far Net Mondays at 8PM 
Health and Welfare Net Wednesdays at 7PM 


W2NPT and NJ2BS Repeaters 
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Help Wanted 


The Publicity Committee is looking for some new 
members to help continue to improve the marketing 
and promotion of the club, it’s activities and amateur 
radio. This is an active group so a willingness to 
participate is a strong plus. Experience in digital 
marketing and/or public relations is a plus. 


Call Ed WX2R at 802-282-6700 or email him at 
wx2r@arrl.net if you’re interested. 


Remember: 
Ham Radio Is A Contact Sport! 


BEQUEATHS AND DONATIONS 

Planned gifts usually imply the family donation of amateur 
equipment to the club when someone has become a Silent Key. 
But it can be more. Club members might consider making a gift 
through a will or trust; gifts that help provide lifetime income to 
the club. Consult with your lawyer, estate planner or tax advisor 


if you feel such as gift is worthy. 


About The Club 


The Resonator is published monthly and is the official (and 
only) newsletter of The Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club. 
FLARC was established in 1956 and has met continuously 
since inception. The club is sponsored by the Borough of 
Fair Lawn. 


Business meetings are the 
first Friday of the month at 7:30 PM. 


Visitors ARE ALWAYS welcome at our meetings. 


FLARC operates the W2NPT repeater (145.470- PL 167.9) 
located high atop the Community Center. The analog 
repeater is open to all amateurs for use without 
restrictions. 


The club has over one hundred & fifty paid members. 
Dues are currently $25 per year/S20 for new members. 


For more information, please see our website, at 
http://membership.FairLawnARC.or, 


All content in The Resonator is protected by copyright ©2020. 
No other use without permission. 
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Content and opinions expressed by contributors 
do not necessarily reflect the policies of the Fair 
Lawn Amateur Radio Club, its Officers or 
members. Contributors grant express permission 
to FLARC to distribute articles in this or any issue 
of The Resonator. Authors also grant express 
permission for the use and/or repurposing of 
these articles, in part or in full, in other 
publications with credit to the original author 
and to The Resonator. All material is copyright 
©2020. Do not copy or reproduce any of this 
material without the written permission of 
FLARC. 


A New Net Is Born! 


The Health and Welfare Umbrella Net 
Wednesdays 
7PM Local 
W2NPT and NJ2BS Repeaters 
Open To All 


PUBLICITY COMMITTEE NEWS 


The Publicity Committee is seeking new members 
to help grow the club with its varied activities. 
Enthusiasm desired... no experience necessary. 
Contact Ed WX2R or any other committee member. 
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FAIR LAWN'S 
COMMUNICATIONS CENTER! 
With New Antennas On The Roof! 
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2019-20 Member Profiles 


The year is now complete and here is a list of the 2019 
monthly profiles. See past profiles elsewhere in The 
Resonator to check back in the archives to see each 
featured member's background. 


2020 Near and Far Net Check-In's 

Now in its third year, the FLARC Near and Far net is 
chugging along each week. Here is list of our check-ins 
beginning on New Year's Night in no particular order. 
Mondays at 8PM on the repeater. 


Call Name 
N2AAM Dave Month Name Call Sign 
wo2w Gene January 2019 Dave KD2JIP 
W2DLT Van February lim K2ZO 
KD2MOB Dave March Zach KC2RSS 
W2JC Jim April Bob N2SU 
wi2w Steve May Stan KC2K 
N2SU Bob June Steve WA2BYX 
N2OEL Noel July Roger K2RRB 
WX2R Ed August Judith KC2LTM 
W2AAB nies September Chris w2TU 
KD2KLN Brian October Bob N2SU 
W2MSA Noel November Bob WAZ2ISE 
W2KBF Rat December Carol KD2NMV 
AC2ZU Charlie January 2020 Gordon W2TIT 
W3EH George February Chris KD2JQZ 
KC2TBD Ron March Glenn KD2MDR 
TG9AOR Joe April Steve K2SAB 
N2OEL Neel May Ahmed NJ8Y 
N2JLF Jim June Charlie AC2ZU 
W2TAB Tom July Jim N2JLF 
KC2TBD Ron August Walt K3DQB 
KA2YRA Steve September Gregg N2ECH 
WA2BYX Steve October Jim W2KNG 
KD2BKD Bob November Dave KD2SGM 
KC2K Stan 
KA2YRA Steve 
WA2CCN Hank 2021 Dues Are About To Be Due 
W2TTT Gordon 
ele aes Dues for 2021 vil be accepted by the club starting 
on December 4” with the 2020 Annual Meeting. 
Ww2CQx Dan There are no changes to dues for the upcoming 
W2KNG Jim year. Cutoff date is March 31, 2021. 
WK2T Lee 
W2NZ Thom Please makes checks payable to “Fair Lawn 
K2PD Don Amateur Radio Club” and send them to 
KD2JIP Dave 
aa = Al Rasmussen WA2OWL 
— a 10 South Shore Rd 
cosy Jason Denville, NJ 07034 
K3DQP Walt 
KD2TVZ Ed 
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Past FLARC Member Profiles Blood Donors Needed 


Here is a list of past member features and we In This Time Of Emergency 
welcome your recommendations for new profiles 


~ including your own. The Red Cross and related organizations are in great 


need for blood donations since most corporate 


Month Name Call Sign blood drives have been cancelled. 

January 2016 Pete KB2BMX 

February Marco KC2ZMA Communitybloodservices.com has a network of 
March Ron KC2TBD offices open during the week and would really 
April Kai K2TRW welcome folks making appointments to donate blood. 
May Larry WAZ2ALY 

June Dave N8MAR Thanks! 

July Steve WI2W 

August Thom W2NZ 

September Brian KD2KLN 

October Brad KM2C 

November Al WA20WL 

December George W3EH 

January 2017 Fred W2ABE 

February Dave KD2MOB 


March Randy wu2s American 


April Lee KD2DRS 


a Gene wo2w Red Cross 


June Carol KD2NMV 
july Kevin KC2KCC. | REST E SHER Etat atta tte a tea neenneaeeaneeemaneeneeaneenaeen es 
August Robert KD2NOG Nominations Are Now CLOSED 
September Bonet D2BKe For The 2021 FLARC Council 
October John KD2NRS 
petemae nee a During the September FLARC business meeting the 
December Margaret W2GB ae . : 
; Nominating Committee presented its suggested slate for 
January 2018 Brian KD20AZ : ; 
the 2021 club year (see meeting notes for details). 
February Bennett KO20K 
March Van W2DLT It’s a club tradition that the nominating process is an open 
April Aly AL@Y one with additional nominations for officers and trustees 
May Bruce NJ2BK coming from the floor. 
June Dave N2AAM 
July Karl and W2KBF and The change in by-laws starting this year allows for a longer 
Susan W2SKT nomination process which culminates in the election of 
August Steve KA2YRA officers at the December annual business meeting. 
September Paul K2PJC 
October Skip KD2BRV It’s in all our best interests to have members who run the 
November Jim W2)JC club to be active, enthusiastic and willing to give the time 
December Tom N2AAX and effort it takes to make this the best club in the state. 
By the way, Randy (WU2S) has compiled a binder of all See the Minutes of the November Business Meeting (at 
back issues of The Resonator and it's located in the club the end of this issue of The Resonator) for the final set of 
office. Thanks Randy!!! nominations, to be voted on at the December meeting. 
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New Member Profile, continued 


Fast forward to 2019 and the bug bit again. With my 
job there’s a lot of drive time and several nights a 
week away from home. Getting tired of talk radio, 
| bought a CB (no judging please). After having driven 
from Wayne, NJ to Montreal, Canada and not 
hearing a word | decided it was time to look into 
Amateur Radio once again. I’m so glad | did! | studied 
for my Technician license and took the exam at 
FLARC with Pete and the crew and that was all it 
took. | was granted my tech license on June 13, 2019 
and received my Extra ticket on July 10, 2019. After 
attaining my Extra, | studied for and passed the VE 
exam. Pre COVID-19 | was at the club monthly 
helping to administer the exams. That’s something 
| really miss and can’t wait until we can get back to a 
more normal situation at the club. 


Most of what | learn now comes from reading, 
YouTube, the internet, and the time tested good old 
trial and error. 


What parts of the hobby most interest you? 


I’m mostly interested in HF. It’s been challenging 
entering the hobby with a solar minimum, but | still 
have fun making contacts and listening/learning. 
Right now, | spend most of my time with SSB and 
FT8. | run barefoot, 100 watts with an OCF dipole 
that’s 135 feet long strung up at about 30 feet. My 
Fall projects are to get the dipole up around 70 feet 
and to relocate my station grounds inside the shack. 
I’m working on my WAS and DXCC — having logged 
38 states and 31 countries. | enter as many contests 
as | can to help hone my skills. I’m never close to the 
top operators and that’s OK because it’s still fun, 
especially during a big pile up when the QSB swings 
in your favor and you’re able to make the contact. 


What does belonging to FLARC mean to you? 
How do you/can you better contribute to the club? 


Joining the club was something | did immediately 
after getting my Tech license. It was important to me 
to join a club that was: 1) local, 2) active, 3) had a 
large membership with diverse interests, and 4) gave 


Continued on page 7. 


FLARC September 12, 2020 
VE Testing Results 


With VE testing back on a trial basis, Gene WO2W 
reports the following results: 


Alec Bryte KD2UXD Technician 
Wilson Ruiz KD2UXE Technician 
Richard Zwebner KD2UXF Technician 
Saurabh Marfatia KD2UXG Technician 
John Bicks K2BIX General 

Anthony Parets KD2UXH Technician 


Testing for November will be indoors, at the Fair Lawn 
Recreation Center - with "Covid Restrictions." 


See the FLARC website for the latest details. 


Five Special Interest Groups [SIGs] 
Already Formed: Any Others? 

We may be in lockdown but there is no lack of club 
interest. So far, the Radio Monitoring Group has 
18 members and we’ve started a Digital Modes (DMR) 
group thanks to KD2DRS and NP4H. There is also an 
FT8 SIG and a POTA SIG headed up by Noel W2MSA. 
Recently added is the DX SIG, managed by John W2JLH. 


Other possible groups, from the member survey, 
include: 


e Radio Propagation 

e Antennas and how they work 
e = Kit building 

e Raspberry pi and Arduino and 
e Ham radio software 


Anyone interested in leading any of these groups... ? 
Please contact Nomar NP4H. 
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The Way We Were 
By Fred Belghaus W2AAB 


The Saga of OX2M/J 
A tribute to W2VQD (S.K.) 


Image from May, 1926 QST, courtesy ARRL 


My late uncle John Moran, W2VQD, had some of the best war stories I’ve ever heard. John was a big 
man (6 feet, 5 inches) and a natural storyteller. The energy of his words was fuelled by a magnificent 
gift of the Blarney, especially when assisted by several highballs, which he referred to as “Holy 
Water.” He was born in Lynn, Massachusetts, and lived at 1350 Ocean Street, where he could watch 
the ships navigating Boston Harbor with a spyglass from his bedroom window on the second floor. 
When he was about 12 years old, he’d walk down to King’s Beach and communicate with ships using 
Morse sent on a flashlight. To call “CQ” to a ship, he once told me, you would send the letter “A” 
repeatedly until another “A” was returned by the officer on deck. This led to a QSO of sorts, and 
ultimately, to his interest in amateur radio. He became licensed in 1936 with the call W1JSG (“Juicy 
Sour Grape”). 


Still in his teens, Uncle John obtained his First Class Radiotelephone License and a Second Class 
Radiotelegraph License, both of which he put in service; first, as engineer at AM broadcasters WEEI 
and WHDH in Boston, then, as a radio operator on ships. Later, he earned the First Class 
Radiotelegraph License and served at Coast Stations WMH in Baltimore and WNY at the Brooklyn 
Navy Yard. He also worked briefly for the RCA Frequency Bureau, where his job was renewing the 
licenses of hundreds of ships equipped with radio gear supplied by RCA (actually the Radiomarine 
Corp. of America branch of RCA). 


Image: http://www.imradioha.org/RMCA.htm 


During World War Il, he served in the U.S. Army Signal Corps as Master Sergeant, first in the Army 
Transport Service as Radio Officer aboard the U.S.A.T. Republic (callsign WUAM), and also as Radio 
Officer aboard the U.S.S. Catoctin (callsign WUAT), a joint Army-Navy Communications vessel. 
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The Way We Were, continued. 


Photo # NH 91266 USAT Republic at the San Francisco Naval Shipyard, following World War Il 


US. NAVY 


OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPH 
TAS Paw S nese, tarremy 
Sam TRAROCS Cat 


From my uncle’s days at sea he got two souvenirs: 


a beautiful solid brass ship’s clock that announced the “watch” times with chimes, 
and this brass door sign from the Radio Room of another of the ships he served on: 


Just what every ham shack needs! 


Now, is that cool, or what? 
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The Way We Were, continued. 


U.S.S. Catoctin 
Image: Wikipedia 


But he had other assignments, too. One of these was to set-up a clandestine transmitter in North Africa to 
report on troop movements of Rommel’s Afrika Korps. 


He had been issued a special portable transmitter-receiver for this mission built by Collins Radio, weighing in at 
some 50 pounds and costing the American taxpayer about 10,000 1940’s dollars. His North Africa mission had 
to be scrubbed, however, after the ship he was on was torpedoed off the African coast. He dived into the sea 
with the expensive rig strapped on his back, but the weight was enough to make a successful swim to shore all 
but impossible. 


In order to save his life, he was compelled to jettison this extravagant piece of electronic wizardry, arriving 
ashore sometime afterwards wearing nothing more than a pair of shoes and his dog tags. Fortunately, he 
hooked up with friendly British forces who thought his Boston accent might make him one of their own. 


He was able to retrieve one artifact from his stay in North Africa, so it wasn’t a total loss: a German “Junker” 
telegraph key, which he found lying in a field of burned out, rusted Panzers and skeletons. He later gifted that 
key to me, which | treasure to this day. 


Another interesting assignment was being a “sound man” at the Yalta Conference after the War, during which 
he set up microphones and audio equipment for the “Big Three,” President Franklin D. Roosevelt, British Prime 
Minister Winston Churchill, and Soviet Premier Joseph Stalin. 


But the subject of this month’s column is Uncle John’s post-War work for the Army while stationed in 
Greenland. He was attached to the 136" A.C.S., the Army Air Corps “Air Communications Service” at Ikateq, 
an Air Base used for flight instruction and aircraft repairs known by its codename “Bluie East Two,” or simply, 
“B.E. 2.” There was also a “Bluie West,” as part of the same base. 
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The Way We Were, continued. 


Ikateq is located in southeastern Greenland, 35 miles south of the Arctic Circle. It is a very inhospitable place, 
with no trees and biting winds lashing the coast year round, but especially during winter. There are some 
expeditions there, and one hotel, but few inducements to attract many visitors. It was chosen by the Army 
apparently because of its close proximity to both Western Europe and the remainder of the North American 
continent, allowing a convenient re-fuelling and repair depot for American aircraft. 


The air base at Ikateq operated a 2 Kilowatt aircraft homing beacon on 254 kHz with the Identifier “ZO.” The 
base communications station call was WYQO, operating on 116.1, 4220, and 6235 kHz. The first two 
frequencies used AM phone, and the third was CW only. [1] 


A detailed map of this area is shown below. The air base at Ikateq is located at the upper right, with the 
beacon identifier, “ZO.” 
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US Army Air Transport Ground Stations in Greenland, 1946. 
Image: See Note [1] 


Following the end of World War Il, the U.S. amateur bands were re-opened gradually; first, 10 meters on 
November 15, 1945. The 20 meter band from 14.100 to 14.300 re-opened on July 1, 1946 and the CW band on 
November 2, 1946. [2] 
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The Way We Were, continued. 


My uncle operated amateur station OX2MJ from July 15 to November 6, 1946, from a QTH identified 
as 65 degrees, 56 minutes north; 36 degrees, 41 minutes west. The logbook for OX2MJ makes 
fascinating reading! 


Before | go into details of those entries, here are two examples of the OX2MJ QSL card. The first, 
below, was the original design proposed. 


aay, 
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1G 
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wv = Kt fe \ af et a + a 
hy = al A SN ow } ‘ 
: ? 4 4% Ye Z ¥ 
foxy ~~ ‘ 
A 2 — = 
ro 4 ~~ ‘ 
% a. xv 
WY 
400 W COLLINS RADIO ¥R SIGs SUPER PRO 
TRANSKITTER OSA. a ORK REE 
ye ON’ 20 METERS 


we GUT i 


The reverse side states that he wanted 500 cards printed in that style, but they were never ordered. 
The QSL address is that of my aunt Mary and my mom’s family, prior to John’s marriage to Mary. 
With all the colors and artwork, the cost was probably too high for a G.I. Instead, the card below is 
what was printed, and, from what | gather, only sent out to a limited number of lucky DxXers. 
Note the comment at bottom, “Do not QSL unless requested.” 


BASTERN GREENLAND 


Confirming QSO ith 
OSA s2=2 Rea at eceds seer ek 


XMTR 
PRC RRS ase 2 ee ig ee 
Remarks: 
Do not QSL unless requested. 73, JOHN MORAN 
©, Fritz - Joliet, i. USA - WIJSG 
rr 
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The Way We Were, continued. 


Years ago, | recall seeing the QSL cards OX2MJ received from amateurs, but what became of them 
| do not know. Instead, | received a large folder from my aunt after my uncle’s passing, containing 
the OX2MJ logbook, other documents, and a pile of SWL reports — mainly from England and the 
United States. More on these SWL reports later. 


The transmitter at OX2MJ was described as a Collins, running 400 Watts, and the receiver was a 
“Super Pro,” about which more will be told later also. The antenna system, according to my uncle, 
consisted of rhombics beaming to Western Europe and North America. With that set-up, he must 
have had a pretty big signal in both places. 


M 2 
TRANSMITTER 
Fia. 3.77. Horizontal rhombic antenna (common three-wire form). 


Image source: Wikipedia 


Many, if not most U.S. Army stations in those days were equipped with a BC-610 transmitter, which 
ran 400 Watts on CW and approximately 300 Watts on AM phone. These transmitters were originally 
designed and manufactured by the Hallicrafters Company of Chicago, and were based on their 
amateur model HT-4. 


The Army requested some modifications to the HT-4 for military use, and these were performed by 
Hallicrafters engineers with the guidance of technicians at Fort Monmouth. The BC-610 was 
originally used in the Army’s SCR-299 Mobile Communications Unit, [3] which was a truck containing 
ruggedized radio equipment for deployment under combat conditions, but the BC-610 soon found 
applications everywhere it was needed, including at many fixed locations. 
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The Way We Were, continued. 


BC-610 Transmitter with BC-939 Antenna Tuning Unit on top 
Image: Wikipedia 


Although many contractors supplied the BC-610 to the Army, it cannot be verified that the 400 Watt 
Collins transmitter used at OX2MJ was a BC-610; but it is possible, given their long history of military 
contracting. By the way, I’ve been told that the BC-610 weighs about 400 pounds. 

That’s a pound per Watt! 
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The Way We Were, continued. 


The “Super Pro” receiver mentioned earlier was made by Hammarlund in New York 
City. There were several versions of this receiver, some dating back to the mid 1930s. 


The commercial version in the 1940s was the SP-400, but the military version used 
during World War Il consisted of two models: BC-779 and BC-1004. The only 
difference between these two was that the BC-779 had an “S” meter, and the BC-1004 
didn’t. [4] These receivers were Hammarlund’s top-of-the-line model in those days. 


This was a 16-tube superheterodyne that covered 100 to 400 kHz and 2.5 through 
20 MHz, with bandspread tuning. [5] 


BC-779A receiver 
Image: https://people.ohio.edu/postr/bapix/BC_779A.htm 


The OX2MJ station log states that all operation was on crystal frequencies of 14177.6 
and 14160 kHz on the 20 meter band. The log shows a total of 132 QSOs, 125 on AM 
phone, and 7 on CW. 
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The Way We Were, continued. 


Here’s a sample page from the OX2MJ log: 
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The Way We Were, continued. 


There are 107 unique calls in the log. The first QSO was with another Greenland station, OX1A, 
the operator identified as “Cookie” at “B.W.1,” which indicates “Bluie West 1,” another station at 
the Ikateq base. The final QSO logged is with D4ANM, a member of the U.S. Army forces 
occupying Germany, for which there is the note “O50 Already QSL.” 


There were 16 DX entities worked, only in Europe and North America, which is to be expected, 
since the rhombic antennas favored these areas. There were 42 U.S. stations worked, and 65 DX 
worked. A breakdown by call area follows: 


W1=10 W6=1 D (Germany) = 10 GM (Scotland) = 3 PA (Holland) = 2 
W2=15 W7 =0 El (Ireland) =1 GW (Wales) = 1 SM (Sweden) = 1 
W3 =2 W8 =9 F (France) = 6 LA (Norway) = 1 TF (Iceland) = 1 
W4=0 W9 =3 G (England) = 25 OX (Greenland) =1 ~~ ~VE (Canada) = 9 
W5=1W O=1 GI (N. Ireland) = 2 OZ (Denmark) = 1 VO (Labrador) =1* 


*NOTE: VO (Labrador) was a separate DX entity in the 1940s 


There were two contacts with stations in Bergen County. These were: W2CZO in North Arlington 
and W2MKT in East Rutherford. There are several interesting entries recording messages 
handled by amateurs to John’s fiancée, later my aunt Mary, in Brooklyn. These were W2CZO 
(North Arlington), W1LOS (Sharon, Mass.), W2OOL (Weehawken) and W2AD (Scarsdale, NY) — all 
of whom telephoned my future aunt at her Brooklyn home. Keep in mind that in those days, 
these would all have been “toll” calls, charged by the minute. But there is one more — from 
W6OCA in West Hollywood, California — who sent a message from my uncle to Mary by telegram. 
What ham spirit! 


OX2MJ was logged by many SWLs as well as hams. | was curious about how many published 
loggings there were, so | did some digging in radio magazines from the period of operation, which 
was July through November, 1946 and slightly beyond. | found these: 


RSGB Bulletin (England), September, 1946 “How’s DX” p. 41: GM2UU (Scotland) worked OX2MJ 
on 14170 kc (sic), and gives the mailing address for a QSL. [#] 


QST Magazine, September, 1946 “How’s DX,” p.59: OX2MJ reported on 14 Mc. phone. 


Short Wave News (England), October, 1946 “On the Ham Bands,” p. 267: SWL Martin Harrison, 
Darlington, England reports OX2MJ on 14 Mc. 


Short Wave News (England), November, 1946 “On the Ham Bands,” p. 293: SWL J. Bowes Taylor, 
Birmingham, England reports OX2MJ heard on 14 Mc CW, RST 489 (with QRM) at 2000 GMT, 
received on an R-1155A receiver (British RAF surplus) with a 100 foot inverted L antenna, stating 
this as his “best catch” of the month. 
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The Way We Were, continued. 


QST Magazine, December, 1946 “How’s DX,” p. 61: OX2MJ worked by WS5ACL on 14.2 Mc (sic) 
phone at 1950 GMT. /Interesting note: The call W5ACL does not appear in the OX2MJ log! 


Practical Wireless (England), January, 1947 “On the Amateur Bands,” p. 70, OX2M) listed among 
“Best Phone Stations” on 14 Mc. 


Short Wave Listener (England) January, 1947 “Calls Heard, 14 Mc Phone,” reports from SWLs: 
A. Baldwin, Laytonstone, England, OX2MJ heard on a 1-V-1 receiver [*] and 30 foot antenna 
20 feet high; SWL J.E. Alfrey, Chiswick, England, heard on a SH5 receiver [**] with indoor aerial; 
SWL O.A. Good, Coventry, Shropshire, England; SWL D. Garrard, [***] lpswitch, Suffolk, England; 
SWL J. Webb, Wolverhampton, Buckinghamshire, England, heard on a 1-V-1 receiver; SWL D.L. 
McLean also heard OX2MJ on 14 Mc phone. 


#NOTE: The terms kHz and MHz were not in use at that time; the terms kc. and Mc. were used to 
designate kilocycles per second and megacycles per second of frequency. 


*NOTE: A 1-V-1 receiver is a regenerative circuit using 1 RF stage, one detector stage (V) and 1 
audio amplifier stage. 


**NOTE: The term “SH5 receiver” probably means a superhet receiver with 5 tubes, possibly 
homemade. 


***NOTE: See QSL later in this article. 


| don’t have a complete run of CQ Magazine during the period, but | checked the issues | have: 
October, 1946; May and July, 1947, but found no mention of OX2MJ, either in the “CQ DX” 
column, “Calls Heard,” or “Letters.” There may have been mention in other issues, but | don’t 
have them, and full access to the CQ Magazine archive is not available online. 


As to the SWL reports sent to OX2MJ, they came mainly from British and American SWLs. The 
folder | received from my aunt contained 19 complete reports and one empty envelope from 
Binghamton, NY. The breakdown by QTH is as follows: 


USA =3 (leach: W2, W8, W9) 
England =13 
Scotland =2 


Czechoslovakia and Sweden = 1 each 


Some are letters, some are cards. The letter reports are the most detailed, sometimes including 
minute data on the SWL’s receiving set-ups, and boasts of their “best DX,” with additional logging 
details. 
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The Way We Were, continued. 


Here’s one detailed logging of OX2MJ’s activity on October 13, 1946 from Harald Hedman of 
Sweden: 


iS 

iSaS; ~Y 
OT ay ae 
5 i a | 
ne 


ene GM ~ DYANB (Gand) 
y yh 4 : Chea ; 
aes We Dy “ , / Denies ’ 
Von Munk Sbarmn( livre tien) 
“Anno CpANM ~* NS BD 
% ‘ : Singapoke 


Jove GOH <A FU pany 


~ 
S 
GQQN O90 


‘ 


ae 
SPE 
WI tJ Viyosy ae ee Oe 
Uap 


[Uy Mot giete. 
Ygum ke Dud Ze (deny 
Me 7 Cr rnl VS, AD : 
} 


Vy 


GR) le DYALRK. 


Next is an interesting SWL card report from BRS15002, N.K. Read of Leamington Spa, England, 
celebrating the coronation of King George VI in 1936, who would step in as monarch following the 
abdication of his brother Edward, after Edward had married American socialite Wallis Simpson. 
The card declares George’s reign as “The first coronation in the history of amateur radio.” 


Note reference on the card to “ex-2BNK.” This was not a conventional transmitting amateur 
license, but essentially an “SWL license,” that also allowed transmitting into a dummy load only. 


These calls were known as “A.A.” licenses, which stood for “Artificial Antenna.” 
The logging was from August 13, 1946, and the time given is in B.S.T., which was a local time 


known as British Summer Time. It is also known as B.D.T., or British Daylight Time, or B.D.S.T., 
British Daylight Saving Time, [6] and is equivalent to UTC + 1 hour, or 5 hours later than EDT. 
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The Way We Were, continued. 


The B.R.S. in the numbered call means “British Receiving Station.” | believe these “callsigns” were 
issued by a special section of the Radio Society of Great Britain (R.S.G.B.), which is also the 
national amateur radio society in the United Kingdom. 
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THE FIRST CORONATION IN THE HISTORY OF AMATEUR RADIO 
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Another interesting SWL card came from BSWL-1082, operator “Deck” Garrard of lpswitch, Suffolk, 
England, whose logging was also published (see above). The card reports OX2MJ on October 15™, 
1946 at 2057 GMT (UTC) on 20 meter phone, working W2JIP. There’s only one small problem with 
Garrard’s SWL report: there is no W2JIP listed as worked in the OX2MJ logbook, and no log entry for 
2057 GMT on that date! In light of this discrepancy, it is curious that operator Garrard refers to 
OX2MJ’s “F.B.” (“Fine Business”) signal. 
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The Way We Were, continued. 


Garrard’s receiver is given as a “Hallicrafters 6VSH,” which would indicate a 6 valve (6 tube) shortwave 
superhet, which could have been several models. It must have been quite a receiver, capable of 
receiving stations that weren’t even there! He was anxious to receive a QSL from Greenland though, 
per his comments on the card, so... he sent a report anyway and crossed his fingers! 


The SWL card from OK-RP-960, operator Standa Novak, located in Dobroviz, Czechoslovakia (on the 
west side of Prague) [7] is a bit more honest. He gave OX2M) a 4-6 signal report for his CQ call on 
August 25, 1946 at 1755 GMT. There’s no entry in the OX2MJ log for that date and time either, but 
hams didn’t always log every CQ call, but always actual QSOs. The signal report is probably correct, 
reflecting a somewhat weaker signal to Eastern Europe — since the antennas at OX2M) favored 
Western Europe and North America. 


_GREETINGS FROM HEART OF EUROPE 


‘CLECHOSLOVAKIA 


RADIO © * 2M wed 2S* F-19946 
at. 207... GMT on 7... MC: 
UG Ti ap call : e oe es 3 

Ur FONE RST Mud — oi 3% 

- VILE Ge Wx: z “ay 
- é 
; OK - pp 930 : 
R i ra 
L a) v 


REMARKS: 


Sex Pse QSL direct or via CAV Praha. ms LaUuck 
w Vy 73 es mni fb Dx from = STANDA NOVAK 
aT 


ost 
DS! QRA: DOBROVIZ 68, - p. Hostoui u Prahy. 


The Only Newsletter In The World That Gives A Damn About FLARC www.FairLawnARC.org Page 26 


The Way We Were, continued. 


But there’s also a mystery surrounding OX2MJ. According to my uncle, someone supposedly wrote 
in to one of the ham magazines (probably either QST or CQ) to question the validity of the operation, 
suggesting that the station was not properly licensed. This was probably prompted by the call not 
being listed in the amateur Call Books at the time, which is not surprising because there were NO 
calls listed from Greenland in those days. 


| have searched both magazines during the period described, and | have not been able to find any 
such claim. The licensing authority for Greenland is the government of Denmark. My uncle asserted 
quite strongly that not only was the station legally licensed, but that the written authorization came 
from, and was signed by, the then current King of Denmark, H.M. Christian X. [8] | asked to see that 
document, but he had searched for it in later years without success. It had evidently been lost during 
one of my uncle’s several moves since his marriage. 


| have no reason to doubt his word, because | would think that the U.S. Army would have required 
the proper documentation to be presented prior to any such amateur operation. 


A 
- 


LNT eed TT omy 
a's 


ete OS pee 
Uncle John and Aunt Mary, Easter Sunday, April 13, 1947 
Image: Photo taken in my family’s Brooklyn apartment. | would be born 4 months later 


For many years, DXers around the world had used International Reply Coupons (I.R.C.s) to cover 
return postage for foreign hams to send their QSL cards. OX2MJ received them, too. Here are 
some vintage I.R.C.s dated 1946, that were inserted in the OX2MJ logbook. Note that the second 
coupon from England cost sixpence, and the one from the U.S.A. cost an exorbitant 9 cents! 
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The Way We Were, continued. 
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The Way We Were, continued. 


What became of OX2M) and the Ikateq Air Base? The U.S. Army closed the base in the latter days 
of 1947 [9] and abandoned it. Today, all that remains of the Ikateq base is ruins of buildings, rusted 
vehicles, piles of assorted junk, unexploded ordnance, and literally thousands of rusty 55 gallon fuel 
drums, many of which are still slowly leaching their contents into the soil. The Army has made no 
effort to clean up the site, a task which is now being undertaken by the Danish government at a 
cost to their taxpayers of some $30 Million. [10] Below are some recent pictures of what remains of 
the site: 


Image: https://guidetogreenland.com/travel-blogs/Lisa-germany/exploring-bluie-east-two-an-abandoned- 


wwii-air-base-in-east-greenland/ 


Image: http://www.abroadabroad.com/2017/08/08/abandoned-air-force-base-polluting-greenland 


The Only Newsletter In The World That Gives A Damn About FLARC www.FairLawnARC.org Page 29 


The Way We Were, continued. 


One recent explorer discovered the remains of one of the Army’s radio transmitter sites. 
Here’s what’s left of the radio tower, lying on the ground next to its pylon base: 


Image: See Note [11] 


Below is a photo taken by the same explorer, showing the stripped remains of a rack panel assembly, 
which he says is all that’s left of one of the radio transmitters at the site. 


Image: See Note [11] 


The Only Newsletter In The World That Gives A Damn About FLARC www.FairLawnARC.org Page 30 


The Way We Were, continued. 


The photographer/explorer writes that Ikateq is only accessible by boat a few months of the year. 
At other times, access was difficult or impossible because of the dense sea ice. [11] 


There is an eyewitness account of the active days at Bluie 2, written by one of the former radio 
operators at the site, including a number of photos of his days there. It makes interesting reading, 
and | recommend it for more info. See note [12]. 


Uncle John returned to the states early in 1947, marrying Mary and settling first in Brooklyn, later 
moving to several other locations in New York. Around February or March, he traded in his old W1 
call for W2VQD, and remained active in amateur radio with that call until the mid 1990s. 


My uncle was more than an uncle to me; he was my “ham radio father” and a good friend and 
mentor. He taught me many valuable lessons, and inspired a love of CW and an enduring interest in 
improving my antenna systems over the years. 


Here’s a QSL from W2VQD printed in the early 1950s, while he was living on the Eastside of midtown 
Manhattan. 


oe 


243 East 39th St., N. Y. 16 


W2VOD 


EX-W15SG ° EX-OxX2zmM> 
XMITR: Hallicrafters HT9 Power 100 Watts. .._.__--_-----_.-_-__ 
RCVR: HQI29X Ant: 40, 20 & 10 Meter Folded Dipoles 


| Q il NEW YORK CITY 


Do not QSL unless requested: 73, JOHN MORAN 


Cc. Fritz - Joliet. Hi. 


Image: Author’s collection 


The rig in those days was a Hallicrafters HT-9, running 100 Watts on CW, 75 Watts on AM on 80, 40, 
20, and 10 meters. Uncle John told me it was a “real TVI generator,” so he later sold it to a guy in 
Texas whose nearest neighbor was about 10 miles away. 
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The Way We Were, continued. 


The HT-9 


100 watt transmitter, 5 frequency phone and CW unit, 
rated at 100 watts on CW ond 75 watts on phone 
(eorrier output), Complete with tubes, but less crystals 
and coils, Shipping weight 145 Ibs., $225.00. 160, 
80, 40 meter coils [for operation on crystal frequency} 
each set, $7.50. 20, 10 meter coils (for operation on 
twice orystal frequency) each set $10.50. 160, 80, 40 
meter crystals, each $4.60. 20 meter crystals (for 10 
meter operation), each $5.75, 


Image from QSL.net 


The receiver was a Hammarlund HQ-129X, which | remember well and used often, and an artifact 
from my past that | wish | owned today. 


Image: Universal Radio 


The HQ-129X covered 540 kHz through 31 MHz, with bandspread tuning on 80, 40, 20, 15, and 
10 meters, and it also worked well on 160. It is one of several sought-after receivers today among 
AM and vintage rig operators. Its CW filtering was pretty good, too. 
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The Way We Were, continued. 


Uncle John would later operate a Heathkit AT-1 in Levittown, Long Island, and later the Drake R-4 Line in 
Bethpage, which was replaced after years of service with a Kenwood TS-830S, and several 2 meter FM 
rigs. He also mentored my cousin Mike who, though inactive, still holds the call WB2PJB. 


When my uncle passed away in 1998, | had just started a new job only a few days earlier. | was 
unable to take time off to attend his funeral, a situation that deeply saddened me. This column is 
my monument to him — a true ham and great storyteller. 73, Uncle John, and CUL. I'll bring a few 
shots of “Holy Water” when | see you again (if they’Il let me)! 


Until next month, 73, 
Fred W2AAB 


NOTES: 
[1] Radio Facility Charts — Atlantic Division, Air Transport Command, April 1, 1946. 


[2] Heavener, Sam, W8KBF, “Nov. 15 W8V (V for Victory) Special Event Updates and Corrections,” QRZ.com 
Forums, November 8, 2010, at: https: 


event-updates-and-corrections.271223/ 


[3] Wikipedia article: “BC-610,” at: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BC-610 


[4] “Cross Reference for Older Hammarlund Super Pro Receivers,” Radiomuseum, at: 
https://www.radiomuseum.org/forum/cross referrence for older hammarlund super pro receivers.html 


[5] U.S. Army Technical Manual TM11-866, p. 4, at: https://manualzz.com/doc/8634267/bc-779b_bc- 
794b_ bc-1004c ra-74c ra-84b ra-94a serv user tm11 


[6] “British Summer Time — British Daylight Saving Time (Daylight Saving Time,” at: 
https://www.timeanddate.com/time/zones/bst 


[7] Wikipedia article: “Dobroviz,” at: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dobrov%C3%ADz 
[8] Wikipedia article: “List of Danish Monarchs,” at: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of Danish monarchs 


[9] Wikipedia article: “Bluie East Two,” at: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bluie East Two 


[10] Germany, Lisa, “Exploring Bluie East Two — An Abandoned World War Il Airbase in East Greenland,” Guide 
bluie-east-two-an- 


to Greenland,” at: https://guidetogreenland.com/travel-blogs/Lisa-germany/explorin 


abandoned-wwii-air-base-in-east-greenland/ 


[11] Unger, Ryan, “Backpacker Stumbles upon an Abandoned World War II Airfield That’s Beyond Creepy,” 
Boredom Therapy, at: https://boredomtherapy.com/greenland-abandoned-airstri 


[12] Baxter, Bob, “Memories of Bluie East 2 — (Ikateq, Greenland),” at: 
http://www.creativehwy.net/jcstott/baxter/baxter.html 
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PERIODIC TABLE OF MAJOR AMATEUR RADIO CONTESTS 


cos Ered Oiay (UTC) 
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Saat Dey (UTC 


Start Tere (UTC) — 


ape Contest of neater 


Mar Apr 
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Ed-itorial: The Future Has Caught Us 


| was recently chatting over Skype with an old 
newspaper colleague from Norway about the 
convergence of the Covid virus and _ medical 
technology. We can see that “the science” is on a rapid 
learning curve to try to end the pandemic and that all 
hands are on deck regarding the search for an effective 
and successful vaccine. 


My buddy had an interesting comment. “It’s as though 
it’s really 2030, not 2020 in the way the learning curve 
in bio-science is moving. The compression of time to 
change where we are currently to find a solution is 
remarkable and palpable”. 


The comment struck me as insightful and correct and 
made me think about the “science” of amateur radio. 
Is there time compression going on in our hobby to 
hasten change in adapting new technologies to a 
generation with little knowledge of what we do as 
hams? Or even what a “radio” is? 


| suspect that the answer is both yes and no. 
Innovation such as the work of Joe Taylor, reverse 
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Ed-itorial (Continued) 


beacon applications, software and cloud applications 
are wonderful examples of technological change. 
Digital has created data exchanges rather than CW, 
SSB and other human conversations using analog 
communication. Ham radio is not what it was 10, 20 
or 30 years ago... unless you count Field Day which 
seems to never change or become more relevant to 
the ever-distant general public. 


As we stand now in 2020 can we ask ourselves 
similarly, “Is it really 2030 or still 20202”. | suspect for 
some it might still be 2010. Change, though the only 
constant, is still slow, very slow by comparison in our 
adaptation. 


The fate we face is that the pace of change in 
communications technology and its users will 
overtake us in how we conduct our little hobby. 
Sooner rather than later the future will catch us 
unless we become more adaptive to amateur radio 
relevance. 


DE Ed WX2R 
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Around The Shack 
By Hal Kennedy N4GG 


The Magic T 


What’s a Magic T? Well, it’s almost certain you are using one or more, or at least have one or more 
in a box or drawer somewhere. See Figure 1. Those are Magic Ts. 


Ah, splitters you say. Yes, indeed, Magic Ts are best known as splitters and are ubiquitous in cable 
TV setups. Why would we want to know more about them? They just sit there and, um, split. 
What’s to know? 


Well, we might want to know what’s inside a CATV splitter, and how they work, because they have 
application to ham radio and because of the unfortunate fact that CATV splitters won’t work well 
below 5 MHz (the specs are shown on the parts in Figure 1). Serious DXers and SWLs use separate 
receive antennas below 40 meters. For 80, 160, our new bands at 630 and 2200 meters and the AM 
broadcast band you are far better off with a receiving antenna. If you need a splitter for use below 
40 meters, CATV splitters won’t do the job. You will need to make your own. Take heart, a Magic T 
only has two components. It is among the easiest of all DIY projects. 


The schematic for a basic Magic T is shown in Figure 2. It consists of a small transformer and a 
resistor. That’s it. This simple circuit has an unusual property: it will deliver an equal signal to the 
two output ports no matter what impedance those ports see. There can be a 50 ohm load on one of 
the output ports and a 75 ohm load on the other and they will each receive one half (-3 dB) of the 
input power. The two output ports are isolated from each other too. One port can have a short or 
an open and the other port will still receive one half the signal present at the input. 


So, what practical application might we have for such a device? Magic Ts are useful when we are 
feeding a receive antenna into the external antenna jack of two or more receivers. It will insure 
each receiver receives the same signal and the port to port isolation insures that noise and 
impedance shifts* at one receiver’s input will not affect the other. In addition to home stations with 
more than one receiver, multiple rig setups are common at Field Day and on DXpeditions. It might 
seem unnecessary to use a splitter (Magic T) and just hook the external antenna jacks in parallel, 
but, consider an unfortunate design issue that resides in one of today’s most popular HF 
transceivers. That radio shorts the external antenna jack when transmitting. 


o. 
SOURCE 


YY 
2 
Al 
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5 
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Figure 1. Figure 2. Figure 3. 
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Around The Shack, continued. 


The radio I’m referring to tends to show up at Field Days. One of my “secret sauces” for Field Day is 
to place a short vertical 500 feet away from the transmit antennas. The antenna is for receiving only 
and routed to the external antenna jack of each radio via a Magic T. See Figure 3. Each rig transmits 
on a dipole and receives on the remote vertical. This approach has solved the inter-station 
interference problem that arises at nearly every Field Day. The details are described in an upcoming 
QST article. I’ve built 4 port Magic Ts for 3- and 4-rig Field Day setups. 


Remember, an unused port can be left open or shorted and not affect the others. A 4-port Magic T 
is fine for three rigs — just leave the unused port open. Best practice however is to terminate 
unused ports with an appropriate resistive load (Figures 4 and 5). Resistive 75 ohm terminations (10 
for $7 at Amazon and at Lowes) should be on the end of every “live” but unused CATV cable in your 
home. 


With a Magic T in place, any rig can transmit and short its external antenna input jack yet the rest of 
the radios keep receiving with no change in signal strength. It really is “magic,” when you consider 
its being done with a passive device consisting of two components. 


The two-port Magic T | built for Field Day is shown in Figures 6 and 7. It has both a BNC and an RCA 
jack at each port to make it easy to splice into systems using either connector. Real-world 
experience at Field Day has been as predicted. The received signals at any radio really are 
unperturbed by what’s happening at any of the others. 


If you would like to know more, and want the instructions for building one, see Tom Rauch’s (W83JI) 
excellent article here: 


https://www.w8ji.com/combiner and _ splitters.htm 
73, 


Hal N4GG 


* The impedance of external antenna input jacks is poorly controlled in most HF 
radios. It can change from band-to-band and change when the radio’s attenuators 
are switched in and out. The Magic T insures that the signal at a given radio does not 
change when a different radio’s antenna jack input impedance changes. 


See illustrations on following page. 
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Around The Shack, continued. 


Notes: 
Figure 1 
Figure 2 


Figure 3 


Figure 4 


Figure 5 


Figure 6 


Figure 7 


Figure 4 


Figure 6 Figure 7 


Typical CATV splitters, useable from 5 to 1000 MHz. $4 on Amazon. 
Schematic of a Magic T. Source: W8JI. 


A two port Magic T setup. Used at Field Day and the N4GG shack for sending 
a remote receive antenna signal to two receivers. 


Resistive termination loads. The one with a type F connector is 75 ohms and 
used for CATV. The BNC load is 50 ohms. 


A three port CATV splitter with a termination on an unused port. 


Bottom view — DIY Magic T built on PC board material. 
About the same size as a CATV splitter. 


Top view of the DIY Magic T 
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What is it? 
By: Fred Belghaus W2AAB 


Okay, all you electronic experts, here’s a question for you. 


What is the item pictured below, and approximately when was it made? 
(Answer next month). 


FLARC is fortunate to have a number of its members 
as either divisional or section ARRL representatives. 


Here is a brief list as of 2020 with titles and email addresses. 
Reach out to them with questions, comments or suggestions about the ARRL. 


Ria N2RJ Hudson Division Director n2rj@arrl.org 
Nomar NP4H Hudson Division Asst Dir np4h@aol.com 

Lee KD2DRS NNJ Club Coordinator leecsmith@aol.com 
Ed WX2R NNJ Public Relations wx2r@arrl.net 
Gordon W2TTT NNJ DEC w2ttt@arrl.net 
Aly AL@Y Passaic County DEC al0@y@al@y.com 


Remember that FLARC is an ARRL Special Service Club 
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From The President, continued. Chance of Asymptomatic Uninfected 
Transmission COVID-19 Carrier Person 
As mentioned in the meeting, let's try to end the 
year bringing in 4-5 new members - so our VERY HIGH ® 
numbers are the same or better than last year. 
With all that is happening, it is impressive that 
our membership did not suffer, as many would 
think it could have. Let's continue to grow our 
membership, and offer them what they can't 
find any place else. 


Hope to have a good number of members in our 
next meeting. As you know, we will have our 
yearly elections and your participation is truly VERY LOW 
needed. | promise we will know the results that 


same evening (hi hi hi). VIRTUALLY NONE ‘3 s) 


Remember, your opinion counts and we want to 
hear from you. What can we do to make our club 
better? 

Tell me... Drop me a line at np4h@arrl.net. 
| want to know. 


Take care, stay safe and healthy and 
"I'll see ya’ on the radio"! 
13) 
Nomar, NP4H 
FLARC President 


The "Gray Line" from a different perspective. 


COVID-19 HOSPITALIZATION AND DEATH BY AGE 


FACTORS THAT INCREASE 
CROWDED CLOSE / PHYSICAL DURATION 
COMMUNITY SPREAD AND ST anGKS CSR SOG AS ALS Pitts = See ape 


INDIVIDUAL RISK 


Rate ratios compared 
to 18-29 year olds 
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ACTIONS TO REDUCE SOCIAL DISTANCING G CLEANING AND 
RISK OF COVID-19 be feooenecd lessee (6 FT GOAL) pete eek hatch: DISINFECTION 
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The Mystery Tube 
By: Fred Belghaus W2AAB 


Some of the most unusual ideas are lost to the musty, dusty pages of history. Well, here’s a fine example of 
that from an issue of an obscure radio industry publication from long ago: 


“Radio receiving tubes without filament, which will never burn out and probably will far outlast the 
radio set into which they are first installed, were envisioned for the "not far-distant radio future" in a 
lecture and demonstration held in New York at a meeting of the Institute of Radio Engineers. The 
speaker was Dr. August Hund, research engineer of Wired Radio, Inc., a subsidiary organization of the 
North American Company. 


For the last year and a half the new tubes have been the subject of intense and secret research in the 
Newark laboratory of Wired Radio by Dr. Hund and his associates. 


A set employing four or five of the bulbs received programs from local broadcasting stations and 
reproduced the music loud enough to be heard clearly throughout the hall. A one-tube receiver 
intercepted part of a program and operated a loud speaker. 


Dr. Hund explained that for an average-size room in the home such volume as he attained with the 
one-tube set would be ample. No "A" or filament power was employed. Only a single source of direct- 
current, corresponding to what set owners know as a'"B" battery or "B" eliminator, was used. 


An official of Wired Radio, when asked if the new tubes were likely to find their way on the market in 
sets very soon, admitted that "something is likely to happen within a year." Radio sets using the new 
bulbs can be made and sold much more cheaply than good present-day sets employing vacuum tubes, 
the official said. In the Newark laboratory, the new tubes have been in operation continuously for 
more than 1,200 hours. 


Dr. Hund said the bulbs were easy and simple to make and did not have to have the air removed from 
them. 


--Heinl Radio Business Letter, January 9, 1933, p. 3 
Note several points about Dr. Hund’s description of the tubes: 


1) They were not “vacuum” tubes. No evacuation of oxygen was performed for the tubes to operate. 
This would also mean, | think, that they could only operate on very low voltages, or there would be 
flashover and failure of the internal elements. 


2) They are also referred to as “bulbs,” but without filament. 

3) They were able to receive local stations only. 
| would think (someone correct me if you think I’m wrong), these tubes would not be very efficient, either as 
detectors or amplifiers. They might only be useful in the most primitive of receivers, when the receiver was 


located close to a high-powered broadcasting station. In other words, you couldn’t use a receiver employing 
these to do any broadcast band DXing! 
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The Mystery Tube, continued. 


It is possible to build a receiver using diodes in the form of a vacuum tube. Many years ago, when | was 
wearing short pants and Keds, | borrowed a book from the Fair Lawn Library (when it was on River Road), in 
which there was a circuit for a “simple receiver” using one tube... a 6H6. The 6H6 is a dual diode. The circuit 
used one of the diode elements as detector, and the other diode element as an audio amplifier, with just 
enough output to drive a pair of headphones. | built it, but couldn’t get it working. The 6H6 did, however, still 
require a filament voltage of 6 volts. 


There were mass-produced vacuum tubes that had no filament, but they were not detectors or amplifiers. 
They were Voltage Regulators, commonly referred to as “V.R. tubes.” Some examples are the 0A2, OB2, 0C3, 
etc. (The first figure, a zero, signifies filament voltage), so no filament voltage means no filament. 


It wouldn’t be until the 1950s that devices with no filament would find their way into radios and televisions as 
detectors and amplifiers. But they weren’t tubes at all. They were transistors. 


So what became of Dr. Hund’s novel idea? Does anyone know? 


By the way, Wired Radio, Inc., was part of the North American Company, later known commonly as Muzak, the 
source of background music in public places like doctor’s offices. 


Below is an artist’s conception of such a tube. Note that the tube still required the most basic elements for a 
reasonably useful tube-type amplifying device... an anode, a cathode, and a grid. 


CYLINDER PLATE GRID 
ARC 
ELECTRODE 


ARC 
ELECTRODE 


Here’s a detailed article about it, and the source of the picture above: 


https://www.rfcafe.com/references/radio-craft/filamentless-tube-march-1933-radio-craft.htm 
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New Member Profile, continued 


me the opportunity to learn. FLARC provides all of 
that. Pete, Joe, and Thom surely presented the club 
in such a positive light after the test, how could 
| not join? 


What should be the club's priorities 
in the next year? 


Getting back to normal would be a great start! | think 
we have a great club, with an excellent group of 
people. There’s something for everyone. | think the 
SIG format is a great addition and look forward to 
more of this going forward. 


What else can you tell the club about yourself 
and/or ham radio? 


Personally, I’ve been blessed. I’ll be married 38 years 
this October to my wonderful wife Joyce. | have two 
daughters, Chelsea and Kaitlin, both married, and 
one grandson, Zachary, born last December. 


In the shack there's a Yaesu FTDX 3000 HF/6M rig 
using an 8 Band OCF Dipole running 100 watts as 
well as a Yaesu FTM-400XDR VHF/UHF rig using a 
Dual Band fiberglass vertical. | spend most of my 
time on 40 M as that's where my antenna is most 
resonant, although | can work 160 M through 6 M. 


Working on my LOTW WAS and DXCC. | upload all 
QSOs to LOTW, eQSL, and QRZ. 


What other ham related clubs or organizations 
do you belong to? 


| joined the Wayne Amateur Radio Club (WRAET) 
because it’s in the town where | live. It’s been 
challenging as the club is new and is going through 
quite a few growing pains. The membership ebbs 
and flows and | think we’ve hit a critical mass 
whereby we will need to implement an aggressive 
strategic growth plan. I’ve recently assumed the 
position of acting President of the club. I’d like my 
legacy to this club to be that | was instrumental in 
their growth, providing a sustainable organization 
that someday may even rival FLARC. 

Continued in next column. 
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New Member Profile, continued 


Dave KD2SGM 


FAIR LAWN 
60" “A? 


AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 


Winter Field Day Is January 30-31 


Oh the weather outside is... well, pretty nice now. 


But in January it will be time for Winter Field Day. 
What we know now is that the town has opened 
the park for public events and that the tables are 
back under the pavilion. 


Perfect conditions for WFD. 
If you’re interested, talk to President Nomar and 


the Council and let’s see if we can get 2021 off to 
a better start than 2020. 
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In the upcoming election for FLARC officers, so far there is a contest for one position -- 
that of the three-year Trustee position. Below are the "platform" of each contender. 


For Trustee: Fred Wawra W2ABE 


| am interested in becoming a trustee of our club, the 
Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club. 


| have participated in Field Days, street fairs, maker 
fairs, and Earth Day events plus college activities and 
events promoting our club and ham radio. 


In the past | have donated my personal time and 
equipment to benefit the club. | enjoy writing 
‘Theoretics Demystified’ and ‘In a Nutshell’ for the 
Resonator each month. | am a lifetime member of 
FLARC and other organizations such as the New 
Jersey Antique Radio Club of which half of their 
members have amateur radio licenses. | am also a life 
member of ARRL, Splitrock and Frankford Radio Clubs 
to name a few. 


If elected trustee, | would like to work toward having 
FLARC associate itself with other radio clubs, thereby 
joining forces to broaden everyone’s knowledge base 
and strengthen amateur radio. In the past, the club 
has upgraded equipment and antennas. Going 
forward as permitted, | would like to be able to work 
with others and within committees to get a better 
understanding of club operations and to learn the 
in’s and out’s of necessary club functions thereby 
being able to help or act as a backup in various 
activities. Being ready for the changes coming in 
amateur radio as it evolves into the future is 
necessary for its survival. 


Respectfully, 
Fred Wawra, W2ABE. 
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For Trustee: Lowell Van’t Slot W2DLT 


| have been nominated for a 3 year position as Trustee. 
I've been an active member of the club for many years, 
serving as Vice President for two years under Brad 
KM2cC. | was involved in choosing the Flex Radios, 
various supplemental equipment and antennas to 
upgrade the station to its first class status. 


| serve on the Publicity Committee where | have started 
many of the programs the club now has running, 
including the Monthly Speaker Series. 

| instituted the Annual Recognition for Service to the Club 
award (won so far by Gene WO2W and Karl W2KBF). 


My involvement in outreach includes creating the 
display for the Public Library lobby, and participation in 
several Street Fairs. | have also set up and operated 
stations at local schools to introduce Amateur Radio to 
youngsters in a format they can understand. | have also 
mentored new and existing FLARC members in proper 
use of equipment, proper operating protocols both at 
Field Day and during the North American QSO Party, NJ 
QSO Party and other on—air operating events. 

| worked on the operation at Great Falls National 

Park where over 400 school age children visited to see 
Amateur Radio in action. The 300th Anniversary of the 
Garretson Forge in Fair Lawn was another outreach 
activity that | organized. 


Being a Trustee will afford me the opportunity to open 
the club for additional Contest operations and 
mentoring programs for Boy and Girl Scouts, students 
and new members, to promote and grow FLARC. 
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DMR Special Interest Group 
The DMR SIG is going well. 


We are still using TalkGroup 310015 on Tuesday 
Evenings at 9:00 pm after the NorthStar Digital Net 
which is on TalkGroup 31630. The FLARC DMR Net 
will start after the NorthStar Digital Net is completed. 
It is suggested to check the NorthStar Digital Net if 
you do not hear the FLARC DMR Net going on. To get 
onto either of these nets a HotSpot is required at this 
time. Those going from one net to the other, don’t 
forget to disconnect from one TalkGroup with 
TalkGroup 4000 before proceeding to the new 
TalkGroup. This is a DMR HotSpot thing. Come join 
the DMR SIG to learn more. 


FYI, the W2NPT repeater has DMR available. With a 
2M DMR radio you can get digital communications via 
the W2NPT/r. The W2NPT/r is not networked so that 
analog is also available, as many people use it for the 
“Near and Far” net. Maybe we will try a DMR net on 
W2NPT/r. 


Those interested in learning DMR should join the 
DMR SIG. There are many in the DMR SIG willing to 
help get you started. 


For those interested, join in on all the DMR 


excitement! Contact Bob H. KD2BKD@optonline.net 


for information on joining. Or just go to the club 
website FairLawnARC.org and use the "Join Special 
Interest Group(s)" link on left. 


DE Bob KD2BKD 
REMINDER! 


The December 4" Meeting 
Is The FLARC 
Annual Business Meeting 


Please Make A Note To Attend!! 
It’s Our Club!! 
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Paul Walker Discusses DX’ing From 
Alaska For October Kawfee Tawk 


To a crowd of 50 (including guests from Australia and India) 
on October 30", leading broadcast band DX’er Paul Walker 
led a marvelous discussion that was part DX’ing from a far 
different part of the world, part radio station management, 
and part travelogue in a fast-paced 90 minute presentation. 


From a listening post in Galena, Alaska, Paul walked us 
through catches such as the domestic service of North 
Korea, HLAZ broadcasting their Russian service, and Armed 
Forces Radio on medium wave from Tokyo. Paul is armed 
with a Tecsun portable receiver and an innovative tuner 
setup. With no AM interference for 200 miles it’s a DX 
paradise, with nights of heavy aurora excepted. 


Running a radio station from Alaska? No problem. Lots of 
local community events, non-existent satellite feeds, and a 
thermometer reading -21F makes for a fun job as program 
director. 


There are lots of perks — you get to see the Iditarod dogsled 
race. Milk is $12 a gallon and hot dogs are $10 a package - 
but it’s radio heaven and at the conclusion of the program, 
Paul announced that he was taking a new position that day 
at KSKO in McGrath, AK — which is where he was located as 
he made the presentation. 


All in all, a fabulous presentation and one we won’t soon 
forget — a life lived far differently than most of ours. And 
thanks to Thom W2NZ for putting together and running the 
show and N2AAM for getting Paul on board. 


Paul said that he would welcome any follow-up questions or 
comments. Reach him directly via email at 
walkerbroadcasting@gmail.com. Thanks for a great show. 


Paul Walker 
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My Elmer 
By: John L. Howard W2JLH 


| nominated Fred W2AAB for the ARRL Elmer award as a way of rewarding him for the time and effort, 
knowledge and material he has shared with me since | became a ham. Quoting from the league on the award: 


“Elmering or mentoring has long been the backbone 
of Amateur Radio. While technology constantly 
evolves, the human interaction between hams will 
not be replaced and will always remain one of the 
hobby's strongest traditions.” 


Everyone at FLARC has contributed to my learning about Amateur Radio, such as Thom W2NZ - who gave me 
the club tour when | passed my Tech., WA2ALY Capt. Larry - who gave me pointers and “suggestions” in his 
own inimitable style, W2DLT Van - who took away my pencil and “forced “ me to log using N1MM, introducing 
me to the world of contesting. All of them were "elmering." 


Then there is Fred Belghaus -- W2AAB 


e Aself avowed Luddite - to which | gladly join with him 

e A bibliophile - me too 

e Anhistorian - me too 

e Asuperb CW operator - | can learn and try 

e An Old School, OG (original gangsta, for those newbies) Ham - not me, Yet.. lol 
e Ahome brewer for ham supplies - I’m learning 

e Acollector - ME TOOOOOOOOOO0OO0O ( doesn't necessarily have a pattern) 

e A Baker Street Irregular - me too 


Fred W2AAB 
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My Elmer 


Fred and | hit it off when we first met. | got to know AAB best when | shared a Field Day tent with him 
as his logger, go-fer and aide de camp. During that Field Day | saw what a good ham can do with 
challenging propagation conditions, equipment malfunctions, personnel interactions, and technology 
making ham ops difficult. 


Throughout that weekend | learned and was coached through everything he was doing, with the 
why’s and want ifs and how did you do that. Fred never got exasperated with my constant 
questioning. When | fumbled he quickly got me on task. 


After that Field Day Fred continued to teach and show me little tricks and tips to improve my 
operating skills, from procedures to antennas, long phone calls, emails and in-person discussions (that 
still occur) are the norm. | still get no complaints as | pick his storehouse of knowledge about all 
things ham radio. 


| had such fun that | volunteered to do Winter Field day the next year again in the CW tent with Fred. 
In addition to my other jobs, | was also the heater manager, and more importantly the “chef de jour.” 
The job was to keep the operator - W2AAB - as warm and comfortable as | could: provide hot soup, 
coffee, tea and make sure he never left the key unattended for more than 5 minutes — as Fred was 
determined to beat every other club in NJ’s WFD CW scores. All the while, learning about why 
certain areas were not hearing us, dang propagation again, and keeping the logging system working. 


That WFD was made special when we were 
visited by Dr. Nathaniel Frissel. We did take time 
off to chat with him and let him work a few 
contacts. Again, Fred was constantly teaching, 
even if the casual observer would not have 
recognized the activity. 


W/ MENTOR PROGRAM 


COVID-19 has changed how Fred continues to 
mentor — now it is emails and phone calls Elmer Award 
sometimes from him and mostly from me when | 
have an idea or question about something |’ve 


This award is presented to 


read. Inevitably Fred has done it, knows _Fred W.Belghaus, W2AAB 
someone who has previously tried it, or explains in recognition for providing 
. unselfish and benevolent assistance 

why it may or may not wo rk. to the novice radio operator. 

By carrying on the time-honored tradition in 

Amateur Radio of 
HE IS USUALLY RIGHT. sharing knowledge and providing 
guidance and support, 

you are ensuring that others may experience 
| nominated Fred W2AAB for the Elmer award the wonder, excitement and friendship of Amateur Radio. 
because of his interest in fostering my skills, his This expression of gratitude is presented by 


sharing of all things ham and otherwise. Fred is 
one person | cannot think of not having in my 
circle of friends ( its small -trust me) and | owe 
that to Amateur Radio and to Fred who took and 
still takes the time to Elmer me. | hope he never 
stops as this is a life-long learning hobby. 


John L. Howard, W2JLH 


07/04/2020 


Date 
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DMR Talkgroups 


By Robert Holstrom — KD2BKD 


A DMR Talkgroup is a way to organize radio traffic for DMR users for similar interests and areas. Areas 
can be countries, regions, states, counties, cities, etc. Some repeaters support only certain Talkgroups 
and others will allow you to dial into any Talkgroup. With a personal hotspot any Talkgroup can be used. 
Here is a list of some interesting DMR Talkgroups not in any specific order. 


310015 — FLARC is using this currently thanks to Brad (KM2C). This is Brad’s personal DMR repeater’s ID. 


The FLARC DMR SIG has it’s DMR net on this Talkgroup on Tuesday’s at about 9:00 after the 
NorthStar DMR Net which is on Talkgroup 31630. Weare hoping to have a dedicated 5 
digit FLARC DMR Talkgroup soon. 


31630 — STEM - This Talkgroup is for those interested in learning about Science Technology Engineering 
and Math. This is not 100% about amateur radio as there are many other Talkgroups for that. 
The STEM Talkgroup is run by the “Hudson Valley Digital Network” www.hvdn.org 


The NorthStar DMR Net is on this Talkgroup on Tuesday’s at 8:00 and at times goes past 1 
hour. The NorthStar Net is a GREAT place to learn about DMR and ask questions. 


31602 — USA — Area 2 - There is a specific Talkgroup for each USA Area 


31366 — NY Metro ARES 31681 — Search and Rescue 

31623 — Public Safe Chat 31774 — Weather Watching 

31342 — North Jersey 907 — JOTA (BSA - Jamboree On The Air) 
31341 — South Jersey 973 — SOTA (Used for spotting / watching) 
3134 — New Jersey 3167 — Allstar 

31360 — Tri-State — NY, NJ, PA 31672 —Pi-Star Chat 

311 - USA 98977 — Open GD77 

93 — North America 98008 — Military Veterans 

92 —Europe 31652 —RVing Hams 


91 — Worldwide — With this Talkgroup you will find people from all over the world. 


311 to 319 — TAC 311 USA to TAC 319 USA — Used for Nationwide Traffic to stay off the dedicated 
Talkgroups. 


9990 — Parrot — Used to test your radio system. Talk to it and it will record and repeat back. 


4000 — Disconnect — Before going to another Talkgroup it is suggested to disconnect using this Talkgroup 
first. If this is not done, you maybe experience interconnect issues on the DMR servers. 


There are MANY other Talkgroups for each country, different areas, and other special interests. Way 
too many to list here. 
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Theoretics Demystified 


Last time we talked about basic electricity, this time we 
will go further. One basic component used with 
electrical circuits is a switch, very basic but 
indispensable in everyday life. There are several kinds, 
the mechanical on and off which is a physical opening 
in a circuit. 


All circuits are a loop of some kind, a bulb a battery 
and a switch to interrupt the electrical flow so that the 
light can be turned off! Did you know that the 
expression ‘turned off’ or on came from the time when 
the very early switches, meaning the control knob of 
course, in house wiring that was retrofitted from gas 
lighting were actually turned or rotated to open or 
close the electrical flow to the light bulb usually a 
ceiling fixture! 


But | digress, getting back to switch types, there are 
also those which are controlled using electromagnetic 
coils and moveable contacts and those are called 
relays. Relays provide control while also isolating the 
control circuit from the controlled circuit. 


This is useful for many reasons some of which are for 
safety and the ability to switch several independent 
circuits at the same time. The most common relay is 
electro-mechanical but there are solid state versions 
available for ac and dc control. 


SCRs which are Silicon Controlled Rectifiers which are 
turned on when a voltage is applied to a third terminal 
called a gate. The only way they can be turned off is 
when both switched terminals are at the same 
electrical potential if the device is destroyed! The AC 
counterpart is called a triac, and it is essentially two 
SCRs ganged together one with its polarity one way 
and the second one with its polarity the other way. 


Then there are the transistor types which can switch 
loads in a varying way thereby providing usage as 
amplifiers, oscillators, and regulated supplies. The 
transistor ie: an electronically variable resistor, to put it 
simply leads us to another basic component, the 
resistor. The resistor resist electron flow by being in the 
electron flow path and uses a substance that does not 
conduct electricity very well, most commonly carbon. 
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Theoretics Demystified, continued 


There are other materials as well. Where happens to 
the current that is not passed through? It is given up 
as heat. The more current that is resisted the larger 
the resistor. 


Heat is wasted energy, that is why tubes were used 
to control large currents and now the same is done 
largely by solid state devices. 


For any mechanical switch to be effective and have a 
decent life span the contacts have to self-clean by 
having a wiping action to wear off any oxidation on 
the conducting contacts. The higher the current (the 
amount of electricity) the greater the mass of the 
switching and current sustaining material has to be. 
The higher voltage or push, the more the insulating 
materials’ physical makeup becomes. 


There are a myriad of switch types but they all have 
one thing in common, controlling power to lights, 
electronics or machinery. Substituting an inadequate 
switch in a circuit can lead to failure in electronics or 
that cheap flashlight but can lead to a fire when used 
on house current devices or appliances. 


A good switch of any type has a very low resistance 
when in the on position and is essentially an open 
circuit when off. That is why the self cleaning action 
is important. The self cleaning action is also 
important any time you plug something in to house 
current, plug in your headphones, recharge your 
phone or even connect a USB plug! 


Keeping electrical connections clean is important for 
safety and performance of any electrical device. 
Anything you plug in can be thought of as a switch of 


some kind. 


Fred Wawra, W2ABE 


FAIR LAWN 
~ SF 


N + 


AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
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November 13 Kawfee Tawk To 
Feature Alan Wolke W2AEW and 
An Overview Of Nano VNA 


Alan Wolke W2AEW will be our next Kawfee Tawk 
speaker on Friday, November 13°" at 7:30 PM EDT in 
the Zoom Room. 


Alan’s topic will be “An Intro to Nano VNA”. For 
those of you who haven’t seen/tried one of these 
Vector Network Analyzers (VNA) called NanoVNA 
they are an excellent and inexpensive (~$50-100) 
tool that can do the following functions (and more): 


Measure Coax Length 
Locate fault in cable like a TDR 
Measure filters 

(bandpass, high/low pass, etc) 
Sweep antennas and other 

RF networks 


Alan is no stranger to FLARC. His _ in-person 
presentation at the Fair Lawn Senior Center was one 
of the highest attended events and his video still 
generates lots of YouTube views. 


Plan to be at your laptop or tablet on October 23” for 
this great technical presentation... and also to plan to 
put an item on this year’s holiday list for the XYL. 


Alan Wolke W2AEW 
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FLARC Monitoring Group SIG 
News and Notes 


Since the weather is getting colder, why not look to the 
coldest spot on Earth for a little DXing? An Antarctic 
station has been on the air off and on since our Spring 
and I’ve spent time this Summer trying to log it. 


The station is Argentine-based LRA36 and can be found 
on 15475.98 USB with music and news. LRA36 has not 
held a regular schedule and most of the spots have been 
from Brazil and Spain according to SWL reports. 


Base Antartica Esperanza 
Territorio Antartico Argentino 


Republica Argentina 


LRA 36 QSL 


Here is an audio clip of the station, from an Italian SWL 
about two months ago: 


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MQOqPsIdSH8 


On the amateur bands, keep an ear out for LU1ZG at the 
Argentine permanent scientific Carlini base at the South 
Shetlands, which will extend its activation into November. 


Fred W2AAB points out that scientific expeditions such as 
DP1POL (German group) as well as RI1 (Russia) have ham 
calls. These are all Antarctica, and can be easily worked 
on 20, 30, and 40m. The LU (Argentina) calls beginning 
with "Z" in the suffix are in Antarctica. 

Same for CE (Chile) calls. 


One of my most remembered QSOs came from working a 
ham at McMurdo station in the middle of the night on 
40 meters. The QSL came back in a week from his station 
manager in San Diego. That's what ham radio is all about. 


Good listening. If you think it’s cold at your QTH — 
remember these guys. 


DE Ed WX2R 
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In A Nutshell 


Life goes on, but the bands have been poor for 
making contacts. 


The China virus has made life difficult for all so that 
we either have to Zoom conference or — luckily for us 
hams — we can get on the air. 


Recently | have been having fun on 75 meters talking 
to hams cross the country especially late at night, and 
you do not have to wear a mask when on the air! | 
like talking to people and getting a response. 


Recently | have been on several nets on 75 meters - 
the Vintage Sideband net on 3.804 at 8:30 am local 
Fridays and the New England Vintage Electronics club 
net on 3.805 at 9:30 Friday mornings. 


What makes the sideband net fun is following the old 
gears’ signal as it drifts up and down the band! Please 
do not forget the Near and Far net on Mondays on 
the FLARC repeater. Stats for that are on this website. 


The whole point of this is to illustrate just another part 
of ham radio as the hams get on the air and experiment 
with different antennas and equipment but the MOST 
important thing is the HUMAN contact especially now as 
we are all suffering from the lack of it. 


An aside! | have been noticing that some of the 
newest cars have color corrected headlights which get 
away from the bluish hue which is harmful to the eye. 
That is why blue blocking driving glasses are now 
being sold. 


At home, lighting is ideally between 27 and 30k. Your 
eyes are most sensitive to yellow-green-red light and 
lighting that provides that make it easier on the eyes. 
This is also why most phone and pc screens have an 
automatic blue light reduction at night. 


Get on the air if you have your ticket, if not study and 
get it. Then you can open up a whole new world of 


ham radio!! 


Fred Wawra, W2ABE, 73. 
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Congratulations To WA2ISE 


Lots of Worked All States endorsements!! 


WAZISE Certificate 


Keep The Covid-19 Transmission 
Rate As Low As Possible 
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November 2020 
FLARC Business Meeting 


President Nomar NP4H called the meeting to order at 
7:30 p.m. ona video conference. 


The group recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 


Secretary Randy WU2S called the roll of officers and 
trustees and all were present. The meeting had a 
quorum to conduct club business. 


Secretary Randy WU2S announced that the minutes 
from the October meeting were sent to all members 
of record and published in the club’s newsletter, The 
Resonator, which is on the club’s website at 
http://newsletters.FairLawnARC.org . 


He asked the members present if there were any 
corrections or amendments needed. There were none 
so Skip KD2BRV moved to accept the minutes as 
published and Judith KC2LTM seconded the motion. 
The motion passed by acclamation. 


Treasurer Al WA2OWL presented this month’s 
Treasurer’s report. Al said we have 164 paid 
members. Ed WX2R moved to accept the report and 
Gene WO2W seconded the motion. The motion 
passed by acclamation. 


Secretary Randy WU2S reported for the Tech 
Committee. There are no open issues at the club other 
than investigating better Internet access. Randy said the 
AREDN Project has a new YouTube channel with videos 
from the recent conference and guides for beginners. 


https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDFGk_6DeeaDZwNcZtrVtaw 


Ed WX2R reported for the Publicity Committee. He 
began by thanking the contributors to this month’s 
Resonator newsletter. He said that Ria N2RJ is our 
December 18 Kawfee Tawk speaker. 


Ed will send this year’s membership survey around 
December 1. Members will have about two months to 
respond. Ed’s analysis of the survey will be presented 
in February 2021. 
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November 2020 FLARC 
Business Meeting, continued 


Ed thanked N2AAM and NP4H for arranging the recent 
DXing in the High Arctic presentation given by 
professional broadcaster Paul Walker. This session had 
54 participants including visitors from India and Australia. 


Ed noted that last year we had 167 members at this 
time and 164 today. He remarked that we are doing 
quite well in maintaining membership in the face of 
this year’s challenges. Ed thanked Gene WO2W and 
the entire VE exam team for bringing new members 
into FLARC. 


Jim W2JC reported that the FLARC website is up-to- 
date and our Special Interest Groups (SIGs) are doing 
well. There is a new DX SIG lead by John W2JLH. There 
has been no QSL card activity. Jim noted that just over 
one-half of our members are signed up on Groups.io. 
He encouraged more people to join to take advantage 
of access to files like the membership roster and 
automatic event reminders from the calendar. 


Thom W2NZ reported that the FLARC YouTube channel 
has 492 subscribers, up 10 during the past month. 


Dave KD2MOB reported for ARES/RACES that FL RACES 
will host the monthly Bergen county RACES net on 
November 11 at 1945 on the BC RACES repeater. On 
Saturday November 14 FL ARES will participate in a 
special drill conducted by ARES and the American Red 
Cross. The drill starts at 0600 local time and ends at 
1800 local time. Messages will be sent using Winlink. 
Dave thanked Aly ALOY for establishing a VARA FM 
repeater on Garrett Mountain on 146.61 MHz. VARA 
FM enables hams to send email messages without 
using the Internet. Dave thanked Karl W2KBF and Jim 
N2JLF for helping establish a group of Winlink users. 


President Nomar NP4H asked about plans for a Winter 
Field Day. Vice President John W2JLH said that the event 
is likely to be like this Summer’s event. The Winter Field 
Day is scheduled for January 30 and 31, 2021. 


Gene WO2W reported that the outdoor VE exam 
session in October had 11 people taking tests. The next 
VE exam session is scheduled for November 14. 
Candidates must be pre-registered to attend. 
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November 2020 FLARC 
Business Meeting, continued 


Gene said that we have permission for the limited use 
of the Recreation Center for VE testing. There was a 
discussion about the risks and benefits of meeting in 
the Rec Center. 


Don K2PD reported for the Nominating Committee that 
Judith KC2LTM withdrew her nomination for the 
position of Secretary due to a change in her 
employment. Don thanked her for volunteering. Don 
reported that Tom McCabe N2AXxX is nominated for the 
Secretary position. Don said that Fred W2ABE was 
nominated to compete with Van W2DLT for the 
position of Trustee. 


The complete slate of candidates is: 
President — Nomar NP4H 

Vice President — John W2JLH 

Treasurer — Bruce NJ2BK 

Secretary — Tom N2AXX 

Trustee — Van W2DLT -OR- Fred W2ABE 


Voting will take place during the December business 
meeting. Secretary Randy WU2S will count the votes. 
President Nomar NP4H asked if there were any more 
nominations and heard none. Ed WX2R moved that the 
nomination process be closed and Randy WU2S seconded 
the motion. The motion passed by acclamation. 


President Nomar NP4H said that Van and Fred will 
supply a short statement to be published in the 
Resonator about their desire to be elected Trustee. 
Gene WO2W led a discussion on COVID-19 safety 
procedures and health risks when we use the 
Recreation Center for VE testing. Also discussed was 
whether we should have any member activity in our 
two club rooms. Consensus was that the risks and 
liabilities suggest we do not. 


Steve KA2YRA asked about the possible remote 
operation of the FLARC radios. Randy WU2S noted that 
remote operation requires a better Internet connection 
than is currently available to us. Gene WO2W reported 
that he got information about Fair Lawn’s_ IT 
department and passed it along to Brad KM2C. Brad 
will discuss Internet solutions with the Fair Lawn 
IT department. 
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November 2020 FLARC 
Business Meeting, continued 


Better Internet access will enable us to restore Brad’s 
DMR repeater to operation. 


President Nomar NP4H asked Gene WO2W about 
our Spring hamfest plans. Gene reported success in 
getting permission for FLARC to use the commuter 
parking lot on Saddle River Road next to the Fair 
Lawn Recycling Center for this event. The date is 
Saturday, April 24, 2021 with a rain date of May 8, 
2021. This date will not conflict with BARA or the 
Dayton Hamvention. 


This site has one easily controlled entrance and ample 
parking. It has been used for several months for our VE 
Testing sessions. Gene estimates that we could have 40 
to 45 vendors. The schedule is proposed to begin setup 
at 5:00 am and allow vendors to enter and setup at 
7:00 am. General admission will begin at 8:00 am. 


The proposed fees are $5 for buyers and $15 for one 
vendor space. There was a discussion about alternate 
fee structures and requirements for safe food 
vending. There was a request for volunteers to help 
run this event. A discussion ensued about 
advertisements and sponsorships. 


President Nomar NP4H raised the subject of Health 
and Welfare. He mentioned that the young son of Aly 
ALOY is ill. Dave N2AAM said that he will contact 
Carole KD2NMV. 


Having no further business, President Nomar NP4H 
asked for a motion to adjourn. Fred W2ABE so moved 
and Brian KD2KLN seconded the motion. The 
members present voted in favor and the meeting was 
adjourned at 8:42 p.m. 


Secretary Randy WU2S reports that 34 members 
participated in this video conference business 
meeting. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Randy WU2S, 
Secretary 
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